APRIL FOOL? Not Joking
April arrives, and we are halfway through Holy Week.  Palm Sunday will have come and gone without the blessing of palm crosses, the procession to Church  and mass of the day. Just mass with palm crosses handed out very oddly at the very end. 

April 1st is Maundy Thursday, first day of the Three Days [Sacred Triduum]. The day we recall various things: the Last Supper [ the first of the Church’s family meal]; Jesus washing of the disciples’ feet; Jesus going to Gethsemane  and being arrested. We are allowed mass but the normal feet-washing, processing the Sacrament to a “Gethsemane garden” then watching until midnight won’t be happening.

Good Friday Stations of the Cross is allowed but people must stay in their pew not process around church. At 3pm, the most important liturgy of the day, there will be no procession of the cross, and only the priest is allowed this year to personally venerate it.

Holy Saturday, late morning, the day of the tomb, and Church is normally abuzz with all the preparations for Easter Eve and Easter Day. That evening, after dark, the bonfire, blessing of the Easter candle,  procession and  gradual spreading of light through the Church won’t take place. ‘Dressing the church’ will be a logistical problem but the evening Vigil Mass is highly curtailed and certainly can’t end with ‘fizz and food to celebrate the beginning of Easter. At neither Vigil nor Day mass of Easter can there be baptisms/confirmations [ the natural, proper time] as these must to take place separately. Nor can we sprinkle people with blessed Easter blessed water as they renew their baptismal promises. 

Yet there is Good News!  Whatever we have to cut out, we are actually allowed to have something.  Last year everything was banned including services in church. However, we are not yet out of the woods in this pandemic.  In both life and death last year everyone has had to curtail their normal patterns and expectations, at family meals or family weddings, baptisms, or the traditions and hopes for dying, bereavement and funerals. Hopes dashed and plans thwarted. We look hopefully towards May’s hoped for ‘easing of restrictions’. 

This month, please, everyone, don’t play April Fool, ie. fast and loose with the rules, not until we are allowed: it’s still serious. No joking! 
Father James
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S.JOHN'S PARISH CHURCH - WORSHIP 

MASSES are held in church and most via Zoom
Check the bulletin on www.highamparishchurch.org.uk

Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday  
MORNINGS
  10 am

Tuesday and Thursday  
 EVENINGS
  7 pm

Sunday Mass in Church & Facebook only)  MORNING
  10 am

                    in Church and Zoom           )

   11 am

Please contact Pat Merrison by text -07842336907 or email p.merrison@btinternet.com if you wish to join us at either service as numbers are limited
Private Prayer daily - 11am - 4 pm - times published in the Bulletin each week – available on the Home page of the website.

FUNERALS  and WEDDINGS MAY BE HELD IN CHURCH – ATTENDANCE IS LIMITED by the number of people permitted at the time. Check news for up-to-date information
FUNERALS ARE ALSO HELD AT CREMATORIA.

Baptisms / Confession / Anointing  Contact  Fr. James

[image: image1.emf]April 20 2 1   at S.John's, Higham   Calendar and Mass Intentions     MASS      )     SUNDAYS        Sung Mass 10am     Said M a ss  11am     TIME S   )   Weekday Mass    every day at 10am       EXCEPT IONS or   ADDITIONAL  TIMES     see shaded  /  boxed areas below     DAY    DATE    CELEBRA TI ON                INTENTION       T H .     1 ST       M AUNDY  T HURSDAY   8pm       Parish priests   F RI   2 ND   G OOD  F RIDAY     3pm   (+)   Gratitude to Christ Crucified   S AT   3 RD   H OLY   S ATURDAY    9 pm       The r enewal of the            Easter Eve    Vigil Mass         Christian faithful   SUN   4 T H   EA STER DAY     (+)   T HE  P ARISH   Mon   5 th   Easter Monday         (f)   Newly baptised / confirmed   Tue   6 t h   Easter Tuesday      (f)   The bereaved   Wed     7 th   E aster Wednesday     (f)   All Communicants   Th.   8 th   Easter Thursday     (f)   Messianic Jews   Fri   9 th   Easter  Friday     (f)   Atheist s & agnostics   Sat   1 0 th   Easter Satu rday     (f)   Christian missio naries     S UN   1 1 TH   2 ND  S UNDAY OF  E ASTER    ( Low Sunday ) (+)   T HE  P ARISH   Mon   1 2 th   Eastertide Feria       Those seeking Chris t   Tue   13th     Eastertide Feria       R ecent converts     Wed    14th   Eastertide Feria       The i mpenitent   Th   15th   E astertide Feria   req uiem   intention     RIP s  /   A pril   a nniversaries     F ri     16 th   Eastertide Feria       T he hungry and needy   Sat     17 th   Eastertide Feria       All Seaf a rers     S UN   18 TH   3 RD   S UNDAY OF  E ASTER        (+)   T HE  P ARISH   M on   19th   S.Alphege,  Archbishop ,  Martyr     ( m )   The Archbishop   Tue   2 0 t h   Eastert ide Feria       L apsed communicants   Wed     21st   S.Anselm,  Archbishop ,  Teacher     ( m )   The  Q ueen  (9 5 th   birthday)   Th.   22 nd   Eastertide Feria       APCM & Elections   Fri   2 3 rd   S.GEORGE    Martyr   10 am   (S)   English Christians       P ATRON OF  E NG LAND       Sat   24th   Eastertide Fer ia   O.L .   in  E astert ide   (v)   Wa l s ingham   S UN   25 TH   4 TH   S UNDAY OF  E ASTER        (+)   T HE  P ARISH   M on   2 6 th   Eastertide Feria       Bishops, priests & deacons   Tue   27th   Eastertide Feria       The   persecuted Church   Wed   28th   Eastertide Feria       Readers &  l ay  m inist r ies   Th .   2 9 th   S.C A THERINE   of Siena   Teacher, Mystic   (f)   European Religiou s   Fri   30th   Eastertide Feria       Soc. of The Holy Cross   KEY:  (+) Holy Day of Obligation;   (S) Solemnity;   (f) Feast;   (m) Memoria;   ( v) votive.  



In an emergency please contact him at any time or, if he is not available, 

one of the Churchwardens (details below).


 Parish
The Rev'd. Canon James F. Southward


 Priest
The Vicarage, Hermitage Rd Higham, Kent, ME3 7NE.

Telephone     01634-717360
   Email    saintjohn.higham@yahoo.co.uk
Please Note:   Father James  is  NOT  normally  available  on  THURSDAY 

Hon Asst Priest
Father Peter Bolton  17 Hermitage Road, Higham
```Tel: 01474 822726


         The      
Mrs Teresa Joblin  Hill Cottage Telegraph Hill, Higham
Tel: 01474-823186 

    Churchwardens
Mrs Helen Walker  11 S. John’s Road, Higham
  *   Tel: 01474-396569

Church Hall Bookings
THE HALL IS NOW OPEN FOR LIMITED USE ONLY Liz Croker        Tel: 07811 028803
* Evening calls only on these numbers please
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[image: image3.emf]      ~ DAILY BIBLE READINGS ~   ONLY  A  FEW  MINUTES  A  DAY    following  the readings used at Daily Mass   in Church  -   even if you can't be there.  Choose one or both readings.    There are three readings for Sundays and special holy days.     Sacred Trid uum   M AUNDY  T HURSD AY   A PRIL  1 ST   Exodus 12.1 - 8,11 - 14   1 Corinth 11.23 - 26   John 13. 1 - 15   G OOD  F RIDAY   A PRIL  2 ND   Isaiah 52.13  -   53. 12   Heb r .   4.14 - 16, 5.7 - 9   John 18.1  -   19.42   H OLY  S ATURDAY     A PRIL  3 RD   1)    Genesis 1.1 - 2.2          2)   Genesis 22.1 - 18   3)    Exodus 14.15 - 15.1     4)  Isaiah  55. 1 - 11   5 )    Ezekiel 36.16 - 28      6)  Romans 6.3 - 11   7)   Mark 16.1 - 7   -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   EASTER WEEK   ( Easter   to Low Sunday )   EASTER DAY   APRIL  4 T H   Acts 10.34,  3 7 - 4 3   Colossi ans 3.1 - 4   or   1Corinthians 5.6 - 8   John 20.1 - 9  (am)    or    Luke 24.13 - 35  (pm)   M   Acts 2.14. 22 - 33   Matt. 28.8 - 15   T   Acts 2.36 - 41   John 20.11 - 18   W   Acts 3.1 - 10   Luke 24.13 - 35   Th   Acts 3.11 - 26   Luke 24.35 - 48   F   Acts 4.1 - 12   John 21.1 - 14   S   Acts 4.13 - 21   Ma rk  1 6.9 - 15   ------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   2 ND    S UNDAY OF  E ASTER   A PRIL  1 1 TH   L ow   Sunday     Acts 4.32 - 35   1 John 5.1 - 6   John 20.19 - 31   M     Acts 4.23 - 31   John 3.1 - 8   T   Acts 4.32 - 37   John  3.7 - 15   W   Acts 5.17 - 28   John 3. 16 - 21   Th   Acts 5.27 - 33   John 3.31 - 36   F   Acts 5.34 - 42   John 6.1 - 15   S   Acts 6.1 - 7   John 6.16 - 21   - ----------- ------------ -- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   3 RD    S UNDAY OF  E A STER   A PRI L  18 TH     Acts 3.13 - 15. 17 - 19   1 John 2.1 - 5   Luke 24.35 - 48   M   Acts 6.8 - 15   John 6.22 - 29   T    Acts 7.51 - 8.1   John 6.30 - 35   W   Acts 8.1 - 8   John 6.35 - 40   Th     Acts 8.26 - 40   John 6.44 - 51   F   S. GEORGE   A P RIL  2 3 RD   Revel ’ n   12.10 - 12        2 Tim. 2.8 - 13; 3.10 - 12   John 15.18 - 21      or     Jo hn 15.1 - 8   S   Acts 9.31 - 42   John 6.60 - 69   - ----------- ------------ -- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   4 TH      S UNDAY OF  E ASTER   A PRIL  25 TH   A cts 4.8 - 12   1John 3.1 - 2   John  10.11 - 18   M   Acts 11.1 - 18   J ohn 10.1 - 10   T   Acts 11.19 - 26   John 10.22 - 30   W   Acts 12.24  -   13.5   John   12.44 - 50   Th   S.Cather ine of Siena   A pr.29 th     1 John 1.5 - 2.2   Matthew 11.25 - 30   F   Acts 13.26 - 33   John 14.1 - 6     End  using the Sunday Bulletin ‘Opening Prayer ’ or this ‘Prayer after Reading Scriptu re’     Blessed Lord, who caused all holy scriptures to be written fo r our learning: he lp us so    to h ea r them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience,    and the comfort of your holy word, we  may embrace and for ever hold fast    the   hope of everlasting life which you have given us in our Saviour J esus Christ.  Amen .    



HiARA February
You are all probably aware of the passing of two of our committee members: Mrs Iris Buss and one of our founder members, Mrs Pat Oakeshott. Iris helped with the organising of the daytrips and social events along with Jan and was until recently one of the members of the walking group. Iris loved all crafting things and who can forget her cheese scones and mouth-watering bread pudding? 

Pat served in numerous roles over the years and was our publicity officer until recently on the committee. Along with playing a large part in the Higham Community, as a Parish Councillor, WI member, Friends of St Mary’s and Higham History Group and others, Pat served twice as Mayor of Gravesham and was a Freeman of the Borough, she raised thousands of pounds for charity over the years. Both will be greatly missed. 

You may recall we were unable to hold our AGM in 2020 and this year is still doubtful but to keep our records in order, we have produced a “virtual AGM report”.  For those who are not on the email circulation list or do not have internet access, you will receive a hard copy of this month’s newsletter by post. If you have an email address please let me have this, if you haven’t already, and you will be added to the newsletter circulation list. Email jefferyelizabeth18@gmail. com or 01474747090.

Vaccinations are being rolled out rapidly and I expect most of you have had yours by now and I know some members are volunteer marshals at Vaccination centres and this could go on for some months. All those over the age of 65 can now have the vaccine and appointments and all information can be found at www.nhs.uk.

I handed over recently all the used stamps you had collected to my contact, Michael, from St Marys, Chalk which prompted me to remind you to keep saving them, bring them to the club when we are able to reopen. Michael was very pleased with them and sends his thanks. Attached is a thank you from Jean at the Church. 
Those of you who are booked on the KentARA/Fred Olsen cruise are probably aware that the Company have decided to wait until June before any sailings take place. They will notify you individually about any changes. 

Also postponed once again is the Jewels Tours weekend trip to Birmingham for the Andre Rieu Concert in April. Andre Rieu has announced all tour dates for 2021 are now rescheduled for 2022 and hopefully Jewels will be able to take those who have booked to Birmingham on April 30th, 2022. 

During the next month, your committee will be discussing the necessary steps for the forthcoming year eg membership fees, committee vacancies, election of committee members, nominated charity, etc. So, look out for further news on this in the March Newsletter. 

Finally, Gravesham Town Twinning Association have published a booklet containing 30 recipes contributed by our Twinning Partners in the USA, Germany, France and India. If you would like a copy, they are £4.00 including postage. If you would like a copy let me know. 
At last, we seem to see some faint light in the end of this dark Covid tunnel, it may even be brighter next month. Stay safe.
Liz Jeffries
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Homden Property

Lawyers

If you are buying or selling a house, or
if you are remortgaging, we can offer
a fast, friendly and cost effective
conveyancing service.

‘We offer an out of hours service
‘which means you don’t have to take
time off work to visit a solicitor. We
will even come to you if preferred.

‘We operate a no completion,
no fee policy.
If you are interested, please call
Lorraine on 01634 325066 or email
lorraine@homdenproperty.co.uk

JK’s GUTTERING
SERVICES
Roofline Works. UPVC Guttering.
Fascias & Soffits Cladding.
Repairs & Gutter Cleanouts.
UPVC Washdowns.
Painting & Pointing.

All work guaranteed & Insured

Tel: 01634 853462
Mob: 07947 271278
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HANDYMAN SERVICES

No job too small.
Carpet Cleaning - - House Cleaning
Grass cutting - - Garden Maintenance

Jet Washing - - - Drives, Patios.
Pathways

‘Window Cleaning - - - and more.
Fully Insured. Free Quote.
Tel: 07869 125 441

MOCKBEGG AR

FARM SHOP & TEA ROOM

TOWN ROAD, CLIFFE WOODS, MES3 SEU = 01634 7

Farm Shop Tea Room

Come and try our delicious
breakfast, light lunches and
afternoon tea, homemade

Wide range of fresh fruit &
vegetables

Locally sourced hone, eggs, cakes, soups and specials
homemade preserves, coffee,
cider, juices, beers, pies, meat Fully licensed

and many other products Venue hire, ideal for small

celebrations

Open Tuesto Sat10-4 and Sun 10-3. Closed Mondays
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A different kind of electrical
contractors.

Grays Electrical is a team of highly

experienced electrical contractors in industrial, ~ Tel: 0800 634 5871
commercial and domestic installations. Using Email: mail@grayselectricalltd.co.uk
high quality products and working to the www.grayselectricalltd.co.uk
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HIGHAM MARQUEES

CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538

www_highammarquees.co.uk

1 only do business with ice people

Fiona Spirals
Painter & Decorator

T: 01634 711161 I paint is me
M:07900 473043 www.paintisme.co.uk





Higham in 1897 and 1898
 

This article combines two years as there was an interregnum and little was recorded in the Parish magazine other than church matters. There was a farewell letter from the outgoing vicar who had served the parish for 22 years and an introductory one from his replacement Rev.J.W.Burrow. The latter included changes in church furniture to meet new styles of service, the starting of the Boys Brigade and appointment of named Visitors for each road in the village but no mention of their intended duties. There were 91 baptisms, 49 people confirmed and 38 deaths the ages of which were  mostly shocking by today’s standards and included 11 babies.

 

Of village news the Annual Flower Show  at Higham Hall was a success as was the Bank Holiday Fete at The Knowle. 319 children enjoyed the School Treat in the Vicarage field and after the races were entertained by the brass band and fireworks. The Annual Report of the new Parish Council told of the provision of a  Recreation Ground.

 

Further afield there was worry that  the war between Greece and Turkey over Crete would escalate. Donations were sought for the famine in India with an outbreak of plague in Bombay and there was a moving funeral service in Westminster Abbey for the Rt Hon.W.E.Gladstone.

 

Barbara Manley.

BLOOMING ST MARY'S
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Under the present Covid lock down, access to the church building remains restricted to individuals. Visitors are very welcome and the daffodils, tulips and wild flowers are now starting to emerge around the graveyard, so it is well worth a stroll down to St Mary's to see them if you live near enough.

As visitors will know, there are always flowers in St Mary's. For many many years these have been generously provided and arranged by Rodney and the late Joyce Theobold. Rodney is now retiring from flower duties and we would like to say a big thank you to Rodney and Joyce for giving pleasure to so many people with their lovely arrangements and wish Rodney a very happy retirement. 

Due to the Covid situation we will not be sending out a programme of events for the year like we usually do. However, we are tentatively planning to hold two events in St Mary's this year (with the relevant social distancing measures in place). We are pleased to welcome back the This is My Theatre Group who will be performing 'The Secret Garden' on 31 August 2021 at 6pm. Tickets are already on sale and can be booked directly at 

thisismytheatre.com. Or if you do not have access to a computer contact Friends of St Mary's on 07762054688.

We are also planning activities for 'The Heritage Open Days 'in September. This is a national festival of history and culture which opens up the wonderful and varied heritage sites across the country, bringing visitors from near and far. Although no exact plan has been finalised for this event yet, please keep a look out on heritageopendays.org.uk and on the St Mary's church website www.stmaryschurchhigham.com.

It will be lovely to see St Mary's as a hub of community activity once again so do come and join us at these events which have proved very popular in the past. 

If you would like to help support St Mary's by becoming a Friend please contact Irene Godfrey (Membership Secretary), 29 Bull Lane, Higham, Rochester, Kent, ME3 7LT 07762054688 http://www.stmaryschurchhigham.com/membership/ 
Friends of St Mary's
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Dear friends,

It hardly seems possible that this is the second April in the Covid crisis.  I’m not going to write about it as there are so many self-appointed experts on the pandemic among all levels of society.  We are all suffering from media overexposure.

We all owe a big debt of gratitude to Fr James and Fr Peter for making it possible for us to continue to worship together via Zoom and Facebook, constantly refining and improving the production.  Services – mass and the Daily Offices (Morning and Evening Prayer and the Office of Readings) – are, of course, reduced to the bare bones without ceremony or singing of hymns.  However, we still have what is essential in worship.  Part of this is the use of the Psalms from the Old Testament.  
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The Psalter contains the 150 psalms traditionally believed to have been written by King David.  In one of my previous churches there was a life-size statue of King David, playing his harp, over the doorway that led to the choir vestry.  This was to inspire the choir in its singing and remind us all of the inheritance of King David  

Those of us who remember the offices of Matins and Evensong in the old Book of Common Prayer will be well versed in the psalms.  The whole psalter was divided into 30 days and each day divided into morning and evening.  Each day of month we recited, said or sung, the appropriate psalms for the morning or evening of the day.  If the month had 31 days you repeated the psalms for day thirty.  It never varied.  A very long psalm, like 119 with 176 verses, was divided up.  Young or older, you got to know the psalms very well (I am very grateful for that). This was based on the ancient monastic 

practice of constant recitation of the psalms as the basis of communal prayer.  The revisions in the Order of Common Worship have changed this and replaced the ‘thirty days of the month’ with a relative short portion of a psalm at each office.  Something has been lost.  The modern Divine Office, which we follow, keeps the focus on the recitation of the psalms divided over the various daily offices during a four-week period (and omitting one or two ‘gory’ bits).  Mass includes the gradual psalm in preparation for the reading of the gospel.  When I was a prebendary of St Paul’s the prebendaries were each given certain psalms to say each day which meant that we recited the whole psalter daily, praying for the cathedral and its work.  A prebendary had the first verse of his first psalm written above his stall in the Quire in Latin.  Mine was from psalm 47 “O clap your hands, all you people.” (the happy clappy psalm!).
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The psalms feature in many types of service.  As the Monarch enters Westminster Abbey for the Coronation the choir sings Ps 122; “I was glad when they said unto me: let us go into the house of the Lord”.   How often have you sung a version of Ps 23 – The Lord’s my shepherd” at a funeral?   Ps 51 - Have mercy on me O God, in your great goodness” - one of the penitential psalms, is sung as the altars are stripped on Maundy Thursday evening.  Ps 117 (the shortest psalm) is sung as the Blessed Sacrament is returned to the tabernacle at the end of Benediction – “O praise the Lord, all you nations.”   When I was first ordained the priest used to recite words from psalm 43 before ascending to the altar to celebrate mass: “I will go unto the altar of God, even unto the God of my joy and gladness.”  They are embedded in my mind for ever.

The Church of Scotland in its most calvanistic days would not allow hymns or instrumental music in worship.  The psalms were produced in hymn form to make it easier for people to sing.  The best known of these is the Old Hundredth “All people that on earth do dwell.”  In France and elsewhere versions the psalms are sung as hymns at mass. 

Among my favourite psalms are 42:  It starts with the soul’s desire for God - As the deer yearns for the water brooks, so longs my soul for you, O God - and goes to speak of the search for God in the midst of so many difficulties and trials in life:

“Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquieted within me.”

But it ends with a shout of defiant trust:

“O put your trust in God;

For I will give him thanks,

Who is the help of my countenance and my God.”

84: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!

The psalmist looks beyond God’s earthly dwelling in Jerusalem to his heavenly house and longs to be there.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in house of my God

than dwell in the tents of ungodliness.

This psalm is often sung at the consecration of a new church.

139: God knows everything about us and there is no hiding from him.

For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

We have nothing to fear from this and may respond with wonder and gratitude

I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

Marvellous are your works my soul knows well.

We have a deep relationship with God which is the anchor of our lives.

Search me out, O God, and know my heart

try me and examine my thoughts.
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The psalms are like a dialogue with God.  They include may human moods and approaches to God.  Some are full of wonder and praise (150); some are angry and vengeful (83); some are reflective on the human condition (27); some are searching for meaning (53); some are confessions (51); some are about trust (23); some are pleas for help (54).  Many question the puzzling ways of God.  You could continue like this and find so many voices that are both ancient and modern.  The human relationship with God covers the whole range of the human mind.  Their background is the love of God for his chosen people and the provisions he has made for them in the Law and in the land.  The voices go beyond to people of every generation.  Human nature is always the same.  It is uplifting to find in one of the psalms a verse which seems to say exactly what you are thinking or that lifts your mind to a new insight into our relationship with God.  Whether we are using them in worship or reading and thinking about them on our own, they enrich and enlighten us both as modern people and as today’s Church.

With the assurance of my best wishes and continuous prayer.
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[image: image12.jpg]HIGHAM VILLAGE WEBSITE
To see the latest village news, Annual Parish Newsletters, What’s On and
Parish Council go to www.higham-kent-pc.gov.uk

If your group or society plans an event or meeting and you want more advertising, just
let me know so that it can be added to the village website to spread the word. Club and
society contact details are always needed to update and extend the online list of groups.
If your society has a website, then we can list this as well and link back to you.

Higham is a buzzing, friendly village so lets share this feeling on our parish website!

Robert Gilby, Webmaster

MOBILE FOOT CLINIC

General and diabetic footcare in the comfort of your own home.
Toe ndil cutting, corns, calluses, cracked heels, Ingrowing toenails.

Please contact Alexa Harrison S.A.C. Dip FHPP/FHT on
07718130612 or 01634711106

”,
/44
v CAviria
BEAUTY SALON
20% off with this voucher for any new client
Professional Beauty Salon offering a range of treatments.

o Intimate/Standard Waxing o Late night opening Tuesday &

® Facials Thursday - Spm

® Microdermabrasion ® Free Parking

® Body Massage ® Qualified & Experienced Therapists
® Manicures/Pedicures/Gel ® Find us on Facebook &

© Many other treatments available ® Instagram

11a The Street Shorne DA12 3EA 01474 822244
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MOT Testing — Servicing & Repairs - Diagnostics

- Special offer -
Half price MOT test with a full service on any vehicle.
MOTs, Servicing and repairs, Clutches, Timing belts, Welding,
Diagnostics, Tyres, Batteries, Brakes, Suspension, Health checks.

w"”\\ “ At competitive prices. Mo, Cors
co\\ d‘ et Call us today for a quote. ,:"' Vfles

Hollytree Drive. HIGHAM. ME3 7EA

B 482235 &y

Steve Brown
Perfect Fit
Higham based Kitchen & Bathroom fitter

o Designed & Installed o Plastering
o Tiling o Gas & Electrics

o Plumbing « Fencing, Decking &
o Painting & Decorating ger.\eral house
maintenance

o Carpentry

Fully insured.
Mobile—07855 868548 Home—01474 822547
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Plumbrite Property & Garden Maintennce

All aspects of work undertaken.
All Plumbing Work Undertaken 8 f " :
Including painting & decorating,

tiling, fencing, landscaping and more.

o Heating system installation & repairs
© Boiler [epans replacements &  ser- S i N
vicing. ‘No job too small

. Eme encies and leak repair work. References Available

ord certificates.
Contact Pete on: 07704706306

of
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE A T
Mobile No. 0794 115 8330 7

)

[if;

Plumbrite, Gravesend, Kent

Email: Steveangus6@gmail.com

=
]
j=fi==
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TITTITIITNAS

If you would like to advertise in

the Br'idge there is the

opportunity for a half or quarter
page advertisement here.

Contact the advertising team by email at
bridge@highamparishchurch.org.uk or

07811 028803 to book the space for the May
issue.






MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS ON DAILY LIFE…
Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of defeat.

If you think nobody cares whether you're alive or dead, try missing a couple of mortgage payments.

In order to keep a true perspective of one's importance, everyone should have a dog to worship him and a cat to ignore him. 

The trouble with doing something right the first time is that nobody appreciates how difficult it was.

The most effective way to remember your wife's birthday is to forget it once.

I ate a kid's meal at McDonald's today. His mum got really angry.

NOTICES FOUND IN CHURCH NEWSLETTERS – 

THAT DIDN’T QUITE COME OUT RIGHT!
* This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Brown, our church warden, to come forward and lay an egg on the altar.

*  Ladies are requested not to have children in the church kitchen.

*  For those who have children and don’t know it, we have a crèche in the crypt.

*  Bring & share church supper:  Prayer and medication will follow.

*  Don’t let worry kill you.  Let the Church help!

*  The organist invites anyone who enjoys sinning to volunteer for the choir.

*  At the church meeting last week the rector spoke briefly and delighted the audience.

*  Remember in prayer the many who are sick both of our church and the community.

*  Smile at someone who you find hard to love.  Say ‘hell’ to someone who doesn’t much care about you.

Source: Parish Pump
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[image: image16.jpg]Submitting Articles or Items to The Bridge

Editors: Liz Croker
Chris Hanson

Email: bridge@highamparishchurch.org.uk

Advertising: Liz Croker, Sheila Hoggarth
bridge@highamparishchurch.org.uk

HIGHAM MEMORIAL HALL

LARGE & SMALL HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Low rates for Village hirers. Extensive parking
Commercially fitted kitchen
Regular bookings welcome as well as special occasions
For further information please contact

Rachael Martin on 01474 822007 tisthemartins@btinternet.com
‘www.highammemorialhall.btck.co.uk

Computerised Business Solutions

- Home & Small Business Support.

- Specialist in tutoring ‘Silver Surfers’

- Virus protection and Computer Security Advice.

- Setting up mobile devices, tablets, smartphones

- Advice and guidance. Remote help via Internet.

- Established and well known in Shorne since 2000.

Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane,
Shorne, Kent DA12 3HH.

Tel: 01474 824138.

Mob: 07941 540534.

E-mail: rg.meherali@gmail.com
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Tel 01474 822456

The Club is currently closed as we are following Government
guidelines, we are hoping to open 4th July.
Please check our Club website or telephone the Club
Join our Website for up to the minute news on all events
www.highamvillageclub.co.uk

The club has a hall which can be hired out for
Private functions to members and non-members.

Ideal venue for Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings & Wakes.

All our events are usually open to non-members for a small entrance fee.

‘www.highamvillageclub.co.uk

R ——————

A\ JEWELS TWURS \i

56 New Road, Gravesend Kent DAT1 0AD

Spring in Paighton Warner
Palace Hotel Bembridge .O.W
16 March 30 March
§ F299 2020 Sig £375 Std £335
Nil Single Sup Nil Single Sup
5 Days HB HOLIDAYS 5Days HB
Boceasroah Now on Sale
Suncliffe Hotel Call for Brochure English Riviera
16 March Queens Hotel
£259 6 April
Nil Single Sup W e
5Days All Inclusive Nil Single Sup
5Days HB
S 1 Beoiara Vale of Evesham & Blossom Tour
pring in Scotlan Stourport Manor il
ok Hoteh ;gApril Theatre Trips
23:':;;"‘ Tina Turner
. Mary Poppins
£90 Single Sup Great Coral Classics
6 Days All Inclusive Beautiful-Carol King

01474 334434 i| please call for details
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J D PLASTERING LTD
PLASTERING-RENDERING
RE-SKIMMING-COVING-CEILINGS
DRY LINING
PAINTING & DECORATING
Free Estimates -Work Guaranteed
CLEAN & TIDY WORKMANSHIP
Mobile No. 07841667460

HIGHAM, KENT

CURTAINS BY SONIA K

Cut out the designer come straight to the maker

Curtains, Soft furnishings & blinds
Own fabric made up or samples available

Alteration work undertaken
Established since 1985

please ring for a free quotation
01634 352318 / 07715 629 791

sonia68@hotmail.co.uk / www.soniakaurtains.co.uk

or find me on facebook - Sonia K Curtains

Haircare

12 School Lane Higham

Cutting - Styling - Setting - Perming
Body Lift Perm - Foil Highlights
Tinting - Fashion Colour - Colour

Correction - Semi Permanent Colour

- Wedding Hair Packages

Stockists of Nioxin

Telephone 01474 822152
Free Parking

e

B

Beautiful

Beauey & Hollosie Thecmpy

within Haircare

Waxing - Electrolysis - Eye Lash
Tinting & Perming - Manicures -
Pedicures - Facials - Massage - Non
Surgical Face Lift and much more !

Telephone 07794291086

Late Nights Tues & Thurs
By appointment only





[image: image19.jpg]Keep an eye on your property from

See Live and Recorded CCTV Images on
your Computer, Laptop or Mobile Phone
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® Private Homes

@ Pubs shops and Offices

@ Health & Safety systems catered for
@ Cash register linked systems
L]
L]

W

Systems with Audio recording
Covert and Customised systems

Loglc Alarms
Company

The Innovation Centre, Maidstone Road, Chatham, Kent. MES SFD

Compass

Windows : Doors : Conservatories

O A local family business established over 38 years
O Quality guaranteed fitting service

o Technically superior products
o

PVCu available in white, oak, mahogany, grey and black

R/O Higham Hall Farm
Taylors Lane

Higham

Kent

01474 823243





IN PRAISE OF THE AFTERNOON NAP
A short nap in the afternoon improves your memory and keeps your brain more agile.  

People who nap tend to speak more fluently, have greater mental agility, and remember things better than those who do not break up their day with sleep. 

Even a five-minute nap can offer your brain a chance to down-time and replenish itself, so that it is ‘good to go’ again.  

If you want longer than five minutes, try to stop at 40 minutes, before you enter the deepest stage of sleep. If you do carry on, sleep for two hours, which is a full sleep-cycle. The study was published in the British Medical Journal.  

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW MOVES TO THE AUTUMN
For the first time ever in its 108-year history, Chelsea Flower Show will not be held in the Spring, but in the Autumn.

The 2021 Chelsea Flower Show will now take place from 21st to 26th September. The Royal Horticultural Society, the show organisers, will still hold it at the Royal Hospital in Chelsea.

The hope is that by September, millions more people will be vaccinated, so that mass outdoor events will be able to happen safely. 140,000 people are predicted to attend this year’s Chelsea, over the six days.

Sue Biggs, RHS director general, says: “We believe many designers and nurseries will look forward to working with different plants that would not be available or at their best in May.  We will do our utmost to deliver a beautiful, uplifting and different RHS Chelsea safely in September 2021.”

Source: Parish Pump

[image: image20.emf]APRIL   202 1   Donation   Guide   The   next   collection   dates   are   Saturday   and   Sundays   11   am   to   4   pm   27 TH   -   28 TH   MARCH   and   24 th   and   25 th   APRIL     PLEASE   NOTE:    FOR   THE   NEXT   COLLECTIONS   THE Y   HAVE   SPECIALLY   REQUESTED   THAT   WE   GIVE   PRIORITY   TO   THE   HIGHLIGHTED   ITEMS   BELOW           SHOPPING LIST FOR MOST NEEDED ITEMS  -   THANK YOU!      TIN STEWING STEAK, MEAT PIES, SPAGHETTI BOLOGNESE ,  RAVIOLI      TINS OF COLD MEATS  -   CORNBEEF, HAM      MICROWAVEABLE HOT PUDDINGS      TIN SPAGHETTI & TIN MACARONI CHEESE      TIN MACKEREL, SARDINES, PILCHARDS AND TUNA      INSTANT PACKETS OF COUS COUS      INSTANT NOODLES (SUPER NOODLES) AND READY TO  WOK NOODLES      JAM AND CHOCOLATE S PREAD  -   SMALL JARS      LONG LIFE WHOLE MILK OR SEMI SKIMMED MILK (BLUE  OR GREEN)      LONG LIFE FRUIT JUICE AND SQUASH/CORDIAL  -   REGULAR  SIZE      KETCHUP, MAYONNAISE, BBQ SAUCE, COOKING OIL  -   SMALL/STANDARD SIZE   TOILETRIES NEEDED PLEASE  -   THANK YOU!      NON BIO WASHING TAB LETS AND SMALL PACKETS OF  TOILET ROLLS      WOMEN'S DEODORANT AND HAIR CONDITIONER      MEN'S DEODORANT AND SHOWER GEL  

Thank You very much for your support   Gravesham Foodbank hosted by RCCG Life Start    Connections & supported by Gravesham Churches Together    Registered charity number 1135341 Registered in England & Wales   graveshamfoodbank@gmail.com    www.gravesham.foodbank.org.uk      


Used stamps may be placed in the collection box in the rear of the church beneath the lighting box
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